CATENIAN ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCIATION OR JOINT ENROLMENT IN A CIRCLE.
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The Catenians
Strengthening family life
through friendship and faith





PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS WHERE POSSIBLE

Circle Name
Number
Province

Title 
Surname 

First Names 

Known Name

Wife’s Name

Decorations

Qualifications

 

Nationality


Date of Birth 

Occupation & Nature of Position 

JOINT ENROLMENTS ONLY

Parent Circle


Province No.


1. TO BE COMPLETED BY THE SPONSORS (not applicable to joint enrolments)

I testify that the above named gentleman is a practising Catholic and, in my opinion, is eligible for membership on social and financial grounds. I have informed him of the purposes of the Association and the principal obligations of membership, listed overleaf. I have also indicated to him the overall costs that he might incur as an active member. I willingly support the candidate’s application and have known him for:

	SPONSORS
	 OF CIRCLE
	YEARS KNOWN
	SIGNATURE

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	


2. TO BE COMPLETED BY THE CANDIDATE 

Are you a practising member of the Roman Catholic Church?


YES/NO(





Which church do you normally attend?




Are you prepared to attend meetings of your circle unless prevented by some reasonable difficulty? 
YES/NO+
Have you applied previously for membership of the Association?
YES/NO( 

(If so, please give details.)


I have read and understood the accompanying notes and principal obligations of membership as listed in the attached notes and have been informed of the purposes and ideals of the Association. I declare that if granted enrolment I shall abide by the Rules of the Association and any bylaws of the Circle. Furthermore, I shall seek every reasonable opportunity to achieve the objects of the Association. The information required of me on this form I have given frankly and honestly and I accept that any serious misstatement may be considered by Grand Council to constitute grounds for declaring invalid any consequent enrolment. 

I hereby apply for membership of the 

 
Circle




Signature

 
Date




3. IMPORTANT. Please now send this form to Head Office for clearance before starting the introductory procedure (below.) Applications for joint enrolment need not be submitted to Head Office for clearance until after the applicant has signed the roll in his joint circle.

Issued by the Council of




Circle










Circle number


Province number


Date



Cleared by Head Office

Grand Secretary
Date



Pre-enrolment attendance record and membership committee’s report, confirming the candidates awareness of his responsibilities and obligations.

Signature






	INTRODUCTORY PROCEDURE
	DATE
	SIGNATURE

	FAVOURABLE COUNCIL BALLOT 
	
	Secretary

	WRITTEN NOTICE INVITING OBJECTIONS
	
	Secretary

	INSTRUCTION IN RITUAL & PROCEDURE
	
	Chamberlain

	INVITATION TO

PAY DUES
	ENROLMENT FEE £ 
	
	Treasurer

	
	SUBSCRIPTION   £
	
	


	CHEQUE ENCLOSED MADE PAYABLE TO CATENIAN ASSOCIATION IN RESPECT OF ENROLMENT DUES
	
	Treasurer

	ENROLMENT OF CANDIDATE CARRIED OUT
	
	Secretary


IMPORTANT. Please now send this completed form promptly to Head Office, together with the cheques for fees. Until this is done the new member’s details cannot be included in the Association’s membership records.
4. COMPLETED APPLICATION RECEIVED BY GRAND SECRETARY


Registered Membership Card No.


Issue Date

Signature



Grand Secretary
CATENIAN ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

NOTES FOR SPONSORS, MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEES AND PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS

TO BE READ BY AND DISCUSSED WITH ALL APPLICANTS(
The Association was founded in Manchester, England, in 1908, at a time of widespread anti-Catholicism. Fostered by Bishop Charles Casartelli, of Salford, its purpose was to encourage Catholic laymen in the professions, commerce or the public services to meet socially. They were to use the corporate strength thus engendered to further their own legitimate interests and to make a proper contribution to the life of the religious and secular community.

Since then Catholics have become accepted throughout western society but Christian practice has declined and its beliefs have increasingly been abandoned. There is still a need for Catholics to socialise and, through so doing, to encourage each other to lead full Christian lives.

The keyword of the Association is brotherly love. Members become part of a community offering lifelong support and friendship. They obtain a wide circle of Catholic friends, people who share similar values, and become conscious of the strong bonds of Christian love that develop.

Members and their families gain much enjoyment from belonging. They may also benefit from the example set by so many members in the practice of the Faith, something that may be an inspiration in their own lives. 

The Association does not concern itself with political issues as such; nor is it involved corporately in Catholic Action. However, its members are encouraged, as individuals, to be active citizens and committed Catholics. Indeed, many members are introduced to voluntary works through others in the Association.

Fundraising is secondary to its aims but from time to time the Association does raise funds through its members for specific religious or charitable purposes. It also sponsors the Catenian Bursary Fund, which offers grants to young people embarking on altruistic projects. At a local level throughout the Association there is continual fundraising for a wide range of charities.

Local units of the Association are called circles and these are now established across Great Britain and, Australia, where they are grouped into provinces. There are also circles in central and southern Africa, Hong Kong, Ireland and Malta.

The governing body of the Association is the Grand Council. There is also an office with a small permanent staff.

The Association’s basic activity is the monthly meeting of each circle, at which local members meet together and at which visitors from other circles are particularly welcome. Each circle organises an annual social and religious programme, much of which is open to family and friends.

Catenians constitute a close brotherhood, the members of which are pledged to help one another, particularly in times of difficulty or need. Such help may take the form of advice or influence, used only in a fair and proper manner, but occasionally financial support may be required and against this contingency all members must undertake to contribute realistically to the benevolent funds.

The Association’s published membership list is confidential to members to prevent its unauthorised use, e.g. for commercial purposes. However, the Association is ready to confirm, in response to any legitimate enquiry, e.g. from a governmental body, whether or not anyone is a member. Those applying for membership are not expected to hide this from employers who might be expected to have a legitimate interest in knowing.

The obligations of membership are:

1. To be a practising Catholic.

2. To attend the monthly circle meeting punctually and regularly, even when this entails personal inconvenience.

3. To take part in inter-circle visiting, to enlarge one’s friendships within the brotherhood.

4. To participate actively in the social programme of the Circle and of the Association.

5. To attend president’s Sundays, requiems and other religious occasions arranged within the Association.

6. To visit brothers who are sick and to pray for them and for those who have died.

7. To pay promptly subscriptions and other dues, including those for social functions.

8. To contribute realistically to the Association’s charities.

9. To accept office when practicable and to take an active part in the Association’s affairs.

10. To sponsor suitable candidates for membership.



















Circle Membership Officer or 


Chairman of Membership Committee
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HOME ADDRESS
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( Please delete as appropriate


( Please delete as appropriate


( Applicants should be encouraged to retain a copy of this page if they wish.





PTO


